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Constant Thiry one of first Belgian settlers in ) county 


By Marion Ratajczak 
Constant Jean Baptiste Thiry, Sr., 
one-of the men Thiry Dacms was 
named for, was among the. first of 
the Belgian settlers in Red River. 
Thiry first came to America, and 


Wisconsin, in 1856, cla'med some: 


land, and went back to Belgium for 
his wife and three children, 
In early 1857, Thiry came back to 


Wisconsin with his family and built . 


@ log house. This property 
expanded to house seven children. 
Eventually the land became the 
center of the Village of Thiry 
Daems, 

In 1876, Thiry donated five acres 
of the land he owned [or building 
St. Odile's Church. . 

On Sept. 13, 1898, his wife 
Amelie died and on June 4, 1909 
Thiry died. Thiry's funeral was the 
biggest in Thiry Daems up to that 
ume, said his grandson, Louis Thiry 
of Casco. 

Thiry was born in Wavre, 
southern Brabant, Belgium on June 
24, 1827. He and Amelie were 
married in Monseau-sur-Sombre, 
Hainut, Belgium on Aug. 25, 1852. 
She was born on Aug. 26, 1827. 

Thiry was ari educated man and a 
civil engineer. An account printed 
in a booklet, “Kewaunee County,” 
in 1873, stated that Thiry never 
learned to speak or understand the 
English language. Although he sat 
upon the county board for a number 
of years and was a frequent witness 
in court on boundary disputes, he 
always spoke -> through an 
interpreter, the booklet stated. 

In an article written,in 1922, a 
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THE TAVERN THAT Thiry built and operated for 40 year w wos honded down to his'son who sold It 


to Ernest Dalebroux, The building burned down 


Constant organized stands in front of the tavern. 


researcher disputed this information 
because he found that in the 1880 
census, Thiry stated, in his own 
handwriting in English, that he had 
completed the enumeration. 

Thiry was. tic county surveyor for 
many years and was a town official 
of Red River for 40 years. He 
organized the Thiry Dacms brass 


band and was an active member for 


45 years. 


CONSTANT AND AMELIE Thiry, two of area's first Belgian imm- 
grants, helped seattle and name Thiry Daems 


Thiry operated a tavern for 40- 


ycars. The log cabin is still standing 
today. The building the tavern had 
‘been in was being used as a private 
home when it burned down about 
12 years ago. 

The second half of the name 
Thiry Daems comes from a Belgian 


2 years ogo. The Thiry Daems brass band thal 


priest, Father- Edward Daems, who 


befriended the first group of 


Belgians that arrived in Wisconsin 
in 1853, He was instrumental in 
getting the group to settle in the 
Brown-Kewaunec-Door County 
arca. 
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THE LOG CABIN which Constant Thiry bulit in 1857 on land that 
became the center of Thiry Daems is still standing today. 


